The tic douloureux is a violent, feverless, spasmodic affection of the nerves, particularly of the face, and occasionally of the extremities; but rarely of any other part, unless it be exposed to the influence of the external air. The attack is sometimes slight and gradual, and generally without any warning; although some patients feel a numbness in the parts, or a kind of sensation peculiar to the disease, which they cannot express, and which occasionally even produces palpitation and difficulty of breathing. The paroxysm, after a short time, becomes extremely excruciating ; the pain, or spasm, rapidly vibrating, and shooting from one extremity to the other of the nervous branches or communications. These attacks continue sometimes only for a moment, or a few minutes. When a remission takes place, it is frequently of no longer duration ; or, should it be prolonged for days, months, or even years, every renewed attack of the complaint will be found to bring with it an increase of pain. Dr of face affecting the left side, which she ascribed to rheumatism; and her symptoms, which she detailed at full length, seemed to warrant her opinion. But, on further examination of the parts, and finding in particular that, when I pressed on the infra-orbital branch of the fifth pair, it increased the pain, and made it spread over the forehead to the back part of the head of the same side, 1 decided it to be the tic douloureux.
As the paroxysms were very short, but frequent, I at first gave her bark and opium; afterwards I administered sulphate of zinc and copper, arsenic, coniurn, hyoscyamus, belladonna, and aconitum; but nothing seemed to answer the purpose. I proposed dividing the nerve, and the day was fixed for the operation; when, on the morning before it was to take place, she showed me a part of a tape-worm she had voided, about seven inches long. It then forcibly occurred to my mind, that the tic douloureux was caused by these irritating animals in> the alimentary <#nal. I gave her two drachms of the rectified spirit of turpentine, with ten drops of tincture of opium, three times a-day, in a solution of gum acacia. After the second dose T gave her an aperient, which operated and brought away two more pieces,?one about nine inches, and the other four and a half long. I continued this remedy three times a-day, and an aperient an hour after the second dose. The 11, Park-street, Grosvenor-square; August.
